
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E2051 November 15, 2006 
served as Interim Chief of Police for several 
months in both 1998 and 2005 for the Police 
Department. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I rec-
ognize Assistant Chief of Police John David 
Lynn’s 34 years of dedicated service to the 
North Richland Hills Police Department and 
Community. I am proud to serve as his rep-
resentative in Washington, D.C. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JOHN B. 
BRIGHT 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor John B. Bright for his service to our Na-
tion’s veterans. 

John was appointed by the Veterans Health 
Administration as the Director of Veterans Af-
fairs of the Southern Nevada Healthcare Sys-
tem in Las Vegas, Nevada on May 1, 2006. 
He was previously the Associate Director 
since May 6, 2005. 

Prior to his appointment in Las Vegas, John 
was the Chief Financial Officer at the VA Fa-
cilities at Big Spring and Amarillo, Texas since 
1998. He has also been the Chief Financial 
Officer at Phoenix, AZ and Reno, NV. He 
began his career in 1985 at the VA in Seattle, 
WA and served in management positions at 
VA Hospitals in Durham, NC, Prescott, AZ, 
Battle Creek, MI and San Antonio, TX. John is 
a Veteran who served in the United States 
Army from 1972 through 1975. 

As Director of the Southern Nevada 
Healthcare System, John has continually ad-
vocated for the construction of the new Las 
Vegas Veterans Hospital Complex. John is de-
voted to our veterans in Southern Nevada and 
goes above and beyond to ensure that vet-
erans receive care. He has always been a re-
markable resource to the Congressional Dele-
gation and their staff. Dedicated public serv-
ants like John understand the contributions 
that our Nation’s veterans have made and are 
an indispensable component of the veterans’ 
healthcare system. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor John B. 
Bright. His long and distinguished career in 
service to our Nation’s veterans is commend-
able. I applaud him for all his hard work and 
success. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JOHN L. 
CHURNETSKI, WILLARD G. 
KRESGE, AND LEE W. ECKERT, 
FOUNDERS OF QUAD THREE 
GROUP INC. IN WILKES-BARRE, 
PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to pay tribute to 
John L. Churnetski, Willard G. Kresge and Lee 
W. Eckert, founders of Quad Three Group, 
Inc. in Wilkes-Barre, Luzerne County, Pennsyl-
vania. 

Quad Three Group is a full service architec-
tural, engineering and environmental science 
firm that has grown from a single proprietor-
ship in 1967 to a firm employing 70 people 
today in Wilkes-Barre, Scranton and Pitts-
burgh, PA. 

From 1967 through 1987, the company was 
a multidiscipline professional engineering firm 
known as Utility Engineers which served a 
large number of architectural firms, commer-
cial and industrial clients and municipalities. A 
large part of the firm’s growth came from con-
tracts with the U.S. Department of Defense. 

In 1987, Utility Engineers, which had em-
ployed 35 people, merged with the largest ar-
chitectural design firm in the Wilkes-Barre/ 
Scranton area, Pyros and Sanderson, which 
employed 15 people, to form Quad Three 
Group, Inc. 

Noteworthy regional projects they completed 
included Blue Cross Blue Shield of North-
eastern Pennsylvania headquarters, Luzerne 
County Community College Technology Build-
ing, Penn State University Wilkes-Barre and 
Hazleton campuses, Martz Trailways Office 
Building, InterMetro Industries Corporate 
Headquarters Building, the environmental im-
pact study for the Francis E. Walter Dam Hy-
droelectric Project, Newport, Rhode Island and 
Lakehurst, New Jersey Naval Base Utility Sys-
tem Upgrade and the $85 million Steamtown 
Mall project in downtown Scranton. 

They also completed the Philadelphia Naval 
Shipyard Base Re-Alignment and Closure 
project, ten major K–12 and higher education 
projects, the $45 million Wachovia Arena at 
Casey Plaza and the $30 million Mount Laurel 
Center for the Performing Arts. 

Mr. Churnetski received his bachelor of 
science in mechanical engineering from Notre 
Dame University. Mr. Kresge received his 
bachelor of electrical engineering from Penn 
State University and Mr. Eckert received his 
bachelor of science in civil engineering from 
Penn State University. Between the three 
founders, they have 127 years of combined 
engineering experience. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating these three talented men who have dis-
tinguished themselves in the engineering 
world as well as in their northeastern Pennsyl-
vania community. Their commitment to excel-
lence and professionalism has benefited ev-
eryone associated with Quad Three Group 
and has contributed to improving the quality of 
life in the entire region. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FIREFIGHTER PHIL 
PFISTER 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and honor one of my constitu-
ents, Charleston firefighter Phil Pfister on be-
coming the World’s Strongest Man. 

This award was bestowed after a long and 
arduous competition amongst 25 athletes from 
around the world. The ten day contest in 
Sanya, China included events such as bus 
pulls, car pushes, stone lifts, and tire turns. 

Mr. Pfister, is the first American to win this 
competition in 24 years. After trailing in the 
early events, Mr. Pfister focused his strength, 

discipline, and determination to win the final 
five events leading him to the title. His hard 
work and dedication during training certainly 
paid off. 

Nonetheless, after all his glory of winning 
this prestigious competition, Mr. Pfister re-
turned to West Virginia a few days later and 
promptly resumed his daily work of protecting 
our wonderful city of Charleston as a fire-
fighter. 

I am proud to honor Mr. Pfister for his ac-
complishments in the World’s Strongest Man 
competition and his dedication to the Charles-
ton community through his service as a fire-
man. West Virginia is truly fortunate to have 
him as a Mountaineer. 

f 

CONGRATULATING KEN SMITH ON 
HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE 
SANTA ROSA COUNTY SCHOOL 
BOARD 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate and pay tribute to Ken 
Smith, who is retiring from the Santa Rosa 
County School Board after 28 years of serv-
ice. Mr. Smith’s dedication to his community 
and the education of its children is profound 
and commendable. 

Mr. Smith was born in Bagdad, Florida. He 
first got active in the school system in Santa 
Rosa County when he volunteered at his chil-
dren’s schools as a PTA member. After serv-
ing as PTA President at Oakhurst Elementary, 
he was elected to his first term on the Santa 
Rosa County School Board in 1978. He is cur-
rently the second longest serving School 
Board member in the State of Florida, having 
served with 17 Board Members and 3 Super-
intendents. He has held the positions of Chair-
man and Vice Chairman of the Board 7 times 
each. 

Through the years, Mr. Smith has served on 
several Board committees, most notably the 
Vocational Committee, working with the State 
to acquire the Locklin Technical Center, the 
first and only vocational center located in 
Santa Rosa County. He has also been active 
in the Lions Club, Optimist Club, and the Fer-
ris Hill Baptist Church. 

Mr. Smith’s effort to better Santa Rosa 
County schools is admirable. His devotion to 
the education of the children of his community 
is inspirational. I congratulate him on his ac-
complishments and his retirement. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO PRIVATE 
FIRST CLASS PHILLIP B. WIL-
LIAMS 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of United States Army Private 
First Class Phillip B. Williams who was killed 
on October 9, 2006, in Baghdad, Iraq, while 
serving in Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

Private First Class Williams was assigned to 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 
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4th Brigade Troops Battalion, 101st Airborne 
Infantry Division, Fort Campbell, Kentucky. 
During his service, Private First Class was 
decorated with the National Defense Service 
Medal, the Iraq Campaign Medal, the Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal, and the 
Army Service Ribbon. For his bravery on Oc-
tober 9th, Private First Class Williams was 
posthumously awarded the Bronze Star, the 
Purple Heart, the Army Good Conduct Medal, 
the Overseas Service Ribbon, and the Combat 
Action Badge. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor the life of 
United States Army Private First Class Phillip 
B. Williams. Private First Class Williams made 
the ultimate sacrifice for his country while de-
fending democracy and freedom. He was a 
true patriot who served the United States of 
America with valor and courage. I am sad-
dened by his loss and I extend my deepest 
sympathies to his family. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF COLLEGE OF THE 
OZARKS 

HON. ROY BLUNT 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay honor 
to an institution celebrating its centennial mile-
stone this month. College of the Ozarks is an 
institution of higher learning that for many 
years was known as ‘‘The School that Runs 
on Faith.’’ This small Christian college, located 
in the hills near Branson and Hollister, Mis-
souri, has seen its share of struggle and tri-
umphs. But central to the College is its mis-
sion of providing a Christian education to 
young people from the Ozarks who are de-
serving, yet financially unable to procure such 
training. 

Originally, the purpose of The School of the 
Ozarks, also known by its students and grad-
uates as ‘‘Hardwork U,’’ was to provide an op-
portunity for a high school education. This 
mission was pursued without significant 
change until 1956, when The School of the 
Ozarks added 2 years of junior college to the 
4-year high school program. This format con-
tinued until 1964 when the Board of Trustees 
and the faculty voted to expand the 2-year 
program into a 4-year liberal arts program. 
The 4-year college program of The School of 
the Ozarks began classes for juniors in Sep-
tember 1965. In 1990, the Board of Trustees 
approved changing the operating name of The 
School of the Ozarks to ‘‘College of the 
Ozarks.’’ 

The distinctive tradition of the work program 
and the College’s commitment to its five-fold 
mission of academic, spiritual, cultural, voca-
tional, and patriotic growth in its students has 
attracted and continues to attract famous 
guests, including U.S. Presidents and First La-
dies, U.S. Commanding Generals, Prime Min-
isters, and other dignitaries who recognize its 
uniqueness. Today, the College offers degrees 
in 34 academic areas, and student enrollment 
is approximately 1,400. 

More than ever, our country needs young 
men and women with these values to serve as 
leaders. Dr. R. M. Good, who led the school 
during the Depression years once said, ‘‘In-
vestments in humanity bring substantial and 

sure dividends.’’ This is why the College has 
a renewed commitment this centennial year to 
continue its worthy, distinct mission—a tradi-
tion that works. It is these things—a respect 
for and appreciation of our roots and work tra-
dition, as well as the prospect of a promising 
future—that College of the Ozarks will cele-
brate throughout its centennial year. 

I want to wish College of the Ozarks an-
other 100 years of service to the region, edu-
cating and inspiring students with a curriculum 
that emphasizes character, faith and excel-
lence. 

f 

FARM RESERVOIR ACT 

HON. TERRY EVERETT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. EVERETT. Mr. Speaker, I am intro-
ducing legislation today, along with my col-
leagues Reps. JO BONNER and MIKE ROGERS, 
to assist American farmers in dealing with 
drought conditions and enable them to in-
crease their farm productivity. The need for 
on-the-farm drought management has become 
increasingly evident as farmers and the gov-
ernment struggle to keep ahead of the effects 
of Mother Nature. In recent years, droughts 
have had a costly impact on agricultural pro-
ducers throughout the country, and the current 
drought conditions for the 2005 and 2006 crop 
years dramatically underscore the devastating 
toll these natural disasters have on our Na-
tion’s farmers and ranchers. Ad hoc govern-
ment disaster assistance is often slow and in-
adequate, and frankly, a better use of tax dol-
lars would be to help farmers take steps to 
minimize the impact of drought on their crop 
before the disaster strikes. 

The Farm Reservoir Act would provide cost- 
share assistance to agriculture producers for 
the construction of reservoirs on their farms. 
For many farmers, pumping water from 
streams, lakes and wells during the growing 
season is not an option. However, by col-
lecting and storing surface water in reservoirs 
during the off-season, when rainfall and 
stream levels are typically high, farmers can 
attain an effective source of irrigation. As pop-
ulation growth places more demand on water 
resources, we will need new sources of irriga-
tion water. On-farm irrigation storage, which is 
made possible by my legislation, has the po-
tential to greatly expand agricultural irrigation 
capacity and make farming more productive. 
Under the Farm Reservoir Act, cost share as-
sistance would be provided through the Envi-
ronmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
to assist farmers with the construction of res-
ervoirs. The maximum amount of cost share 
assistance is 50 percent of the cost of the res-
ervoir. In order to qualify, a project must meet 
EQIP eligibility requirements and be deemed 
eligible based on its cost-effectiveness. The 
producer must maintain agricultural production 
on the land for at least 5 years. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO TONI CLARK- 
FINUF 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mrs. Toni Clark-Finuf for her dedication 
to the community of Las Vegas. 

Toni, known throughout town as ‘‘The First 
Lady of Las Vegas,’’ helped her late husband, 
Wilbur Clark, establish the prominent Desert 
Inn Hotel and Casino. The fifth resort on a 2- 
lane highway, now the Las Vegas Strip, with 
300 rooms and a 3-story tower opened on 
April 24, 1950. On October 23, 2001, Toni 
watched as her late husband’s hotel was re-
duced to rubble in order for the now-popular 
Wynn Hotel and Casino to be erected. 

In 1958, the Fashion Foundation of America 
named Toni to its 10 Best Dressed Women in 
America. She was among a small group who 
helped high-fashion designs from Paris and 
New York become stock in the forum shops of 
Las Vegas. 

Toni was also a civic leader who spent 
seven decades sponsoring and promoting cul-
tural arts as well as other philanthropic work in 
Las Vegas. Her and her husband donated 
land to the Catholic Church, now the location 
of the Guardian Angel Cathedral. Toni and 
Wilbur traveled throughout the world as good-
will ambassadors, praising the virtues of Las 
Vegas to various presidents and kings as well 
as Pope Pius XII. In January 2000, Governor 
Kenny Guinn presented the honor Nevada 
Ballet Theatre’s Women of the Year to Toni 
during the Black and White Ball. 

Seven years ago, Toni was diagnosed with 
progressive super nuclear palsy, a rare neuro-
logical disease. Sadly, on October 4, 2006, 
Toni passed away. She was 91. 

Toni contributed a great deal to her commu-
nity. She will truly be missed by everyone she 
touched. Her service and care helped shape 
Las Vegas into the thriving metropolitan city 
known today and we thank her for all her serv-
ice. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE PHILAN-
THROPIC WORK PERFORMED BY 
MEMBERS OF THE MILLENNIUM 
CIRCLE FUND OF THE LUZERNE 
FOUNDATION IN WILKES-BARRE, 
PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, rise today to 
ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to pay tribute to the 
Millennium Circle Fund of the Luzerne Foun-
dation in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, the 
members of which perform philanthropic work 
that benefits the community in many ways. 

The Millennium Circle Fund is a special 
group of donors whose gifts of $2,000 play a 
pivotal role in helping identifying significant 
unmet community needs. 

October 2006 has been designated as Mil-
lennium Circle Month in Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania. Members of the Millennium Cir-
cle Advisory Committee have held a series of 
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